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> The performance of aircraft turbine engines is on a short list of
products that critically depend on materials. This talk will trace the role of better
materials and manufacturing processes in making turbine engine performance
as good as it is today. In this presentation the term performance includes

thrust, durability, fuel consumption, noise and emissions since all of these
characteristics are factors in the choice and use of commercial aircraft engines

today. The talk will show examples of how these parameters have changed over
time and how better/improved materials and processing have contributed to
the current status of engines today. Finally, a few comments on the viability

of supersonic commercial air travel will be offered. The speaker looks forward
to good discussion during and after the conclusion of the presentation.
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