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ABSTRACT

Land is at the foundation of American society 
and struggles for justice. On the whole, land 
is understood as ‘real property.’ As a legal-
economic construct, property is prevalent 
but it rarely accounts for the deeper cultural 
and ecological role of ‘land.’ While the spatial 
disciplines have entrenched relationships with 
land as property, their connection with land, and 
land struggles, is largely undefined. This talk 
will demonstrate how design can be a key tool 
in advancing land struggles and understanding 
land/property from the lens of ‘two-eyed seeing.’ 
Drawing from design-research embedded in 
land-based movements and emerging collective 
property frameworks, the talk will propose a 
set of land moves: a shift from labor to practice, 
from owner to neighbor, and from lot to region.


